
Official publication of Council of Reformed Charities, originating in 1960. CORC is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization that is in agreement with the Five Solas of the Reformation:
Scripture Alone, Christ Alone, Grace Alone, Faith Alone, and to God Alone Be Glory. CORC membership has a commitment to serve in God’s world as helping agencies.

CORC Celebrating Twenty Years as an Organization
The Council of Reformed Charities (CORC) is an organization that was loosely formed in the early 1950’s.  As former CORC

member John Kamp, who retired as director from Elim Christian School, relates “We were among the originators of the Council.  I think
it was in 1952 or 1953 we first met with Pine Rest, Goffle Hill (now called the Christian Health Care Center), and the “San” in Denver
(Bethesda Hospital and Community Health Center).  One of the reasons we got together was to coordinate the work of  *field agents who were
‘getting into each other’s hair’.”  As financial representatives (sic. No development directors then), we found each other soliciting funds from
churches (church members) in the same geographical areas simultaneously.  Even though our church people might support all of the agencies
involved, it wasn’t wise to have each agency “knock on doors” one right after the other.  It helped us to work out a “collector’s” schedule and
relations with sister institutions improved and we moved into supportive and mutually helpful relationships, rather than being competitive in
nature.   I very much appreciated the representatives from the various CORC institutions with whom we were involved.  In addition, I owe
much to Rev. William Kok who was pastor of the First Christian Reformed Church of Englewood (Chicago) and is often referred to as being
the ‘father’ of Elim Christian Services.  Similarly, Rev. Dr. William (Willie) Masselink, known as the ‘founder’ of Elim Christian School for
Handicapped Children (name first used in Elim’s history), offered so much to me in appropriate relationships with our supporting churches.”

(*A field agent, often known as a financial representative, originally solicited donations from church members primarily for a
particular ministry.   Usually retired individuals (some part-time; some full-time) each had a particular geographical district to cover
annually.  They would ring door bells, talk to a farmer on his tractor, share coffee over a kitchen table, spend time talking over the
counter with a small town store owner, or make contacts in numerous other ways to promote support for the Christian ministry
represented.)

Says Huds Nyenhuis, director of Bethany Services from 1954 – 1984, “When I was invited to participate in mutual conference,
three or four organizations had already begun to meet annually to discuss common concerns.  They, like Bethany, offered specialized services
through such facilities as hospitals, schools and residential settings of various kinds.  At first I wasn’t sure whether Bethany would have a
common interest(s) but that apprehension passed quickly.  Bethany’s service to our children and families in Michigan was stretched.  Our
diversity forced us to focus on our core morality and our fundamental purposes.  Committee meetings and our annual meetings helped to
accomplish common goals.  The Council of Reformed Charities was born.”  Art Van Tuinen (deceased) who served Pine Rest as Business
Director also was a gracious, compassionate and committed example in his generation.  He played a major role in promoting contact
and communication among our Reformed church-supported agencies that ultimately resulted in the Council of Reformed Charities.

Rich Mulder, founding director of Rest Haven Christian
Ministries in 1958 associated with the Council through the
invitation of his original boss and then neighbor, John Kamp.
Mr. Mulder relates this: “In my pilgrimage in Christian service I
had numerous relationships with various individuals, organizations
and associations.  As a farm boy from Imlay City, MI who was at the
bottom of the ladder in professionalism, every contact was a growing
and learning experience that I appreciated very much.  But especially

(Continued page 2)
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History of our

Charities Newsletter

“The Crier Experiment” is an article
found in our first newsletter CRIER  Vol.
1, No. 1  1987. Writes CORC executive
director, Meindert Bosch: This is Volume
1, Number 1 of a newsletter written for
members of the Council of Reformed
Charities.  It is an experiment. A benefit of
being a member of the Council has been
sharing with colleagues; this probably has
been its major benefit in the past.  Members
continue to reiterate the importance of
sharing within the Reformed tradition.  A
way of strengthening that sharing is through
a newsletter.  Hence, the CRIER will herald
the Council’s future or will shed a tear and
die.  The reader’s reactions will determine
how the CRIER cries out in the future.

At a meeting of the Executive
Committee in Denver in July, 1989, it
was unanimously decided to change the
name of the newsletter to CHARITIES.
Writes Meindert Bosch:  This was done
because of the strong expression shown for
this name by the membership at our annual
meeting in May.  The committee also felt
that effecting a name change should not be
deferred any longer.  It is felt that
CHARITIES is symbolic of the work of the
Council and its member agencies.  Be being
concerned, caring and compassionate in our
work we are charitable, or loving, in serving
others.  And by promoting the use of
financial assistance funds or related methods
we exercise charity in a very tangible way
to those in need.  Today there are those who
claim that being non-profit doesn’t
automatically make an organization
charitable.  Maybe so.  But in the Reformed
tradition our organizations evolved because
of the spirit of charity and love in whatever
manner it could be manifested.  Certainly
renaming our newsletter in this way affirms
this spirit.  In the near future we will be
working on a new masthead for our
newsletter and a logo for the organization
which appropriately embodies the concept
reflected in this new name.

CORC brought into focus and reinforced the Christian perspectives in services to those in
need of care and compassion.  Whether it was before or after CORC’s official organization,
the fellowship with those who are like-minded and commonly motivated was stimulating as
well as strengthening.  You found me or maybe I should say, I found you!  Isaiah 65:25 comes
to mind: ‘And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet
speaking, I will hear’.  It is God who calls us to our lives of service.”

Clarence De Roo (deceased) devoted most of his life of Christian service by working
in various capacities at the Christian Health Care Center in Wychoff, New Jersey.  First
CORC director Meindert Bosch and leader at Bethesda in Denver, remembers Clarence
as “a very hospitable person strongly committed to the organization he served and loved so
dearly and sought only its well being and the ability to serve those in need.  Fifty and more
years ago it was not uncommon for non-profit organizations such as sanitariums, hospitals or
similar institutions to provide housing for top-level staff such as superintendents, CEO’s,
Medical Directors, Chaplains and the like.  In effect this was part of the compensation
package.  More often than not this included residences on the grounds, sometimes in apartments,
or even residences owned by the organization away from the main facility.  For the most part
such practices are no longer offered”, says Meindert.

Myron Wester, who was the first director of Salem Christian Home, Inc. in Ontario,
CA and replaced Meindert Bosch as executive director of CORC (since retired from that
position also), came to the Council of Reformed Charities annual conference in 1966.
About the significance of CORC, Myron says, “Working in non-profit Christian settings
is indeed a blessing but it also brings forward unique concerns and challenges.  The Council
through its annual meetings of learning and fellowship, regular communications both personal
and newsletters are indeed rewarding.  We have grown to show great love, respect and helpfulness
to each other and to others.” John De Haan joined the Council that same year through
the invitation of Meindert Bosch.  First, John came as a staff member, director of Bethesda
Community Mental Health Center and later as Director of Christian Reformed World
Relief Committee.

John writes about his experiences with CORC: “It was a relief and joy to find like-
minded leaders who were struggling with similar issues.  The basic question with which we
struggled was ‘What impact did our commitment to Jesus Christ and the Word of God have
on our work?’  My exposure to the Council of Reformed Charities helped me to realize also
that there were biblical issues much broader than dealing with patients who were having
interpersonal problems.  The whole world was broken!”

Robert Pietersof Heritage Christian Services of Rochester, NY. came to California
to talk with Myron Wester at Salem Christian Home in the late 1960’s.  Myron and Bob
spent much time together discussing the Salem organization.  Bob purchased Salem’s
16mm motion picture of Salem’s work and brought it back to NY and began educating
New York churches and others about what could be done for individuals with disabilities,
if they would work with him to start such a home as Salem.  With God’s blessing
through Bob’s able leadership, it quickly became successful.  HCS incorporated in the
early 1970’s and Bob immediately joined CORC.

Dr. Dennis Hoeksra joined CORC in 1979 as Director of Barnabas Foundation
and attended many annual conferences of the Council.  “I personally benefited from
being involved with the CEO’s of these different organizations, who were consistently positive
and had a visionary Christian worldview even when sometimes having to discuss difficult
issues.  They were good at what I would call organizational and professional work.  At the
same time they were ’experts’ at enjoying each other’s company and could have much fun
together.  I appreciated the fact that meetings are held in different parts of the country thereby
giving opportunity to visit the different facilities and to learn more about their operation”,
comments Dr. Hoekstra.

Ron Stuursma came on board with the Council of Reformed Charities in that same
year.   Then administrator and CEO of Pine Rest Christian Hospital, he has been with
Trinity-Health Services in Waterford, MI after 1993.  Ron was a pivotal person to move

CORC Celebrating Twenty Years as Organization (continued from page 1)

(Information Reprinted
from one of the first

newsletters published –
Vol. 3, No. 3, Fall, 1989)

Meindert Bosch



3

Annual CORC Conference / Annual Meeting
April 29 – May 2, 2007

Crystal Mountain ResortCrystal Mountain ResortCrystal Mountain ResortCrystal Mountain ResortCrystal Mountain Resort
Thomasville, Michigan

SUNDAY
“Charity, Justice and the Reformed Perspective”

  Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorrff, Ph.D

MONDAY
“Leading Out of Weakness”

  Peter Semeyn

TUESDAY
“Fish Ladder” (Improv)

Mary Jane Porres

WEDNESDAY
Annual Business Meeting

CORC members and guests will begin the
Conference with its annual communion worship service

led by Rev. Peter Semeyn, Pastor of Faith Reformed
Church of Traverse City. Twentieth Anniversary and

CORC Book Dedication to follow.

(All arrangements are being completed by the Michigan
Planning Committee with Phil Ellis and Marcia Timmerman

of Pine Rest Christian Hospital the initial contact)

616.281-6390616.281-6390616.281-6390616.281-6390616.281-6390

the paperwork to have the
Council of Reformed Charities
incorporated and to file for
501(c)3 Tax Exempt status
with the IRS in the state of
Michigan in 1988, our  official
organization date and reason
for our Twentieth Anniversary
celebration now.

Because of the organiza-
tion efforts, Ron was also
instrumental with writing
CORC’s first set of By-Laws.

Ron appreciated “The Christian fellowship which increased my
motivation for Christian service and my desire to do my job well.  I
was able to meet and enjoy many excellent role models.  Particularly,
involvement in CORC encouraged me to work collaboratively with a
number of CORC members, both individuals and organizations.
Each one is an enjoyable and valuable friend”.

Bob Van Dyk, then President/CEO of Christian Health Care
Center (now CEO  of   Van Dyk Health Care Center in Wychoff,
NJ) joined CORC in 1983 as did Dr. Peter Borgdorff, then
Chairman of the National Board for Bethesda Hospital and
Community Mental Health Center of Denver (now recently retired
executive director of Ministries for The Christian Reformed Church
of NA). James K. Haveman joined the Council in 1985 when he
became director of Bethany Christian Services in Grand Rapids,
MI.  He left Bethany in 1990 to accept the Governor’s
appointment for the State of Michigan as Director of Mental
Health and the Department of Public Health to create the
Department of Community Health which also includes substance
abuse, Medicaid, services to the developmentally disabled, drug
control policy, services to the aging and crime victim services.
Jim was selected as one of nine individuals to receive the National
Governor’s Association Distinguished Serve Award as announced
by Governor Engler.

“The Council provided the perfect venue to informally share lessons learned, what worked and didn’t work.  Thus the Council helped to
shorten our long term thinking enabling us to bring services sooner to our constituents.  CORC,  through selected advertising demonstrated a
common face to church denominations with whom we all associated in our services and fundraising.  It was always interesting for me to note
the diversity of services within the membership.  Duplication of services and competition within the donor community and service area was
almost non-existent.  The core mission statement of the member agencies has not only survived but gotten stronger.  This is clear evidence of
God’s blessing and testimony to God’s goodness and mercy.  The Council members are the ‘cup of cold water’ that is offered the world as
compelling result of our commitment to Christian Compassion”, says Jim.

(Continued page 6)

Our CORC book, Compassion: How We Respond, although not yet fully completed for
publication, will be dedicated as part of the Twentieth Anniversary Celebration at our
Annual meeting.  Author Meindert Bosch took a serious fall in early March and broke
several ribs.  Prayers are being answered for his strength, as he participates in strenuous
therapy.  We trust that he and his wife Evelyn will be available for this special event.  Mr.
Bosch has been at the ‘heartbeat’ of the CORC organization from its beginning as described
elsewhere in this issue.  Under the editorship of Dr. Donald Bruggink from Hope College,
the book is in final stages of preparation with expected publication in late summer.  More
details about the book itself and avenues for ordering copies will be outlined in our
summer newsletter. Watch for it!

(L-R) Author Meindert Bosch discussing book
content with CORC director George Groen.
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I live near Sun City, AZ which is known as the City of Volunteers.  The entrance
signs at the city limits boldly claim that unique characterization, along with the name of
the city and the population number.  Leaders of our agencies and of our churches and
schools, as well as the business world, readily recognize the urgent necessity of the many
different volunteers in our organizations.  Countless hour of time and mounds of work
are accomplished because of the proverb“Many hands make light work”!   Not to mention
the thousands of dollars saved, because of their tireless efforts.   Reflecting on this topic,
Dr. Bill Lodewyk, executive director of Elim Christian Services in Palos Heights, IL
says:  “Mother’s Clubs are a significant part of the support system for any local Christian
school.  Because Elim began in that tradition, it has long come to depend on its own version
of this essential auxiliary group.  We call our generous ‘volunteer friends’ the Women’s Service
League (WSL).  Since 1959 (only eleven years after Elim was organized), the WSL has
faithfully led the charge as its largest single source of donated funds. Through gift barns,
auctions, luncheons, membership drives and during the past decade through an extremely
popular and successful Dutch Festival, the League has dedicated its efforts to directly fund the
needs of Elim’s children and adults with disabilities.

Because of their partnership and dedicated support, the League has funded, in whole or
in part, Elim’s cafeterias, staff lounge, library, gymnasium, pool, and several other facility
improvements.  Each year, a lion’s share of Elim’s capital needs is funded through the generosity
of this servant-group.  While their dedication and service often go unnoticed, their contributions
are easy to recognize.  One can see their joyful impact on the faces of hundreds of adults and
children with disabilities, who are moving beyond their potential because of the opportunities
provided, in large part, by our faithful Women’s Service League represented throughout the
greater Chicago-land area.”

VOLUNTEERS ARE ESSENTIAL
INGREDIENTS OF EFFECTIVE MINISTRY

Barb Vriesman of Oakbrook is visionary founder of the
Dutch Festival and has served as the WSL president.

Some of the hundred of volunteers who bless Elim with
their service.

“If your vision is for a year, plant wheat.
  If your vision is for a decade, plant trees.
  If your vision is for a lifetime, plant people.”

– CHINESE PROVERB

CORC executive director and former executive director of
Elim, George Groen, catches up with Dr. Bill Lodewyk,
President of Elim  and ‘burgomaster’ (Mayor) of Elim’s
own Dutch Village.

Ministry without vision is like…

• A cow loose in the pasture: just grazing

• A snake: ill-focused, spineless and attracted to

whatever is hot

• A flashlight without batteries: willing but powerless

• A rabbit: warm and fuzzy but utterly defenseless
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Did You Know ???

♦ Lois Murray, long-time director of Sierra Village in Visalia, CA has announced her retirement effective
sometime in late summer.  She has provided positive and valuable leadership to this organization
through its rapid growth over the past several years.  That growth does not appear to be slowing
down any time soon.  Lois invites inquiry regarding the position.  Contact information is given on the
directory page 7 of this issue of Charities.  Sierra Village began its facility operation in 1993. Lois has
been our CORC secretary for two years.

♦ Dr. Peter Borgdorff, who served the CORC denomination for 37 years in a variety of settings and
most recently as the executive director of ministries from 1992 to his retirement a year ago, has begun
Leadership Recruitment Services. This is a ministry designed to focus on the process of finding
candidates for positions of leadership to be filled.

♦ During the f irst week of April, Heritage Christian Services in Rochester, NY hosted a ribbon cutting
ceremony for its largest ever project.  A special surprise was the honor presented to President Bob
Pieters and his family in the naming of the facilities as the Pieters Family Life Center.  This 22,000
square-foot building is to be a holistic wellness facility to serve both people with and without
developmental disabilities.  With its multipurpose room, there will be a wide range of opportunities
to include social club activities, athletics and theatrical arts.  The f itness room will of fer universal
fitness equipment, adjustable to easily fit people who use wheelchairs.  The health services wing will
host a variety of therapies including PT, OT, Speech and also creative therapies like dance, music, art
and massage.  The main focal point of the building is the spiritual resource for exploring faith, prayer
and learning.  CORC member Doug Struyk from Christian Health Care Center of Wyckoff, NJ
represented the CORC organization in presentation of a special resolution of congratulations.  We
join Heritage in praising God for the blessings to be realized from the services provided in such a
special setting.

♦ Arizona Republic published a brief article entitled “Non-profit nursing homes better rated”. Not-for-profit
nursing homes generally provide better care than those operated for profit, an analysis of state inspections
for 16,000 homes nationwide found.  Also, independent nursing homes tend to provide better care
than those managed by companies that run numerous nursing homes.”  But then, we knew that!

♦ Secretary Day is celebrated in April.  Churches, schools, special care facilities, and businesses realize
the importance of our executive and office secretaries. These folks are on the front lines of our
businesses. While not advocating the need to rush to Hallmark’s marketing schemes for any day it
can think of for buying cards, I do believe that it is a fine time to recognize these signif icant folks in
our offices.  Says executive director Bill Lodewyk of Elim Christian Services, as he describes his secretary,
Sharon Strempel:  “ My executive assistant is retiring af ter eight years with me.  She had just finished her
‘rookie’ year when I was appointed to my new position.  She has been a strong support and
encouragement, a confidant and a voice of reason.  God has designed us to live and work in community,
and I praise God for the ways she has contributed in my life and that of our community.  We are all the
richer for it!  (Editor ’s note:  I know this to be true, because she was my secretary too and even gave
much secretarial services in the CORC ministry.  We are grateful and wish her well in retirement.)

♦ Hospital Expansion Increases Community Access to Mental-health Services Building upon its respected
history of providing compassionate, high-quality mental-health care, Christian Health Care Center
recently dedicated an addition to its Ramapo Ridge Psychiatric Hospital. This major addition includes
12 adult beds, which increases the total number of beds to 58; a nurses’ station; and individual and
group therapy rooms on the second floor for the hospital’s inpatient program. New space on the first
floor provides accommodations for the Ramapo Ridge Partial Program, a
voluntary, short-term outpatient program.

Secretaries in the front office of
Bethany Homes Society of
Ripon, CA

Lois Murray, Director, Sierra
Village, Visalia, CA

In Honor and Recognition 
HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SERVICES, INC.

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK

ROBERT PIETERS

Whereas, Heritage Christian Services has ministered to thousands of children
and adults;

Whereas, The Pieters family has been a leader in the field of developmental
disabilities during the past 23 years;

Whereas, Heritage Christian Services is a longstanding member of the 
Council of Reformed Charities; 

Whereas, Robert Pieters continues to be a pillar of faithful dedicated
leadership that is a positive example to us all;

Whereas, Heritage Christian Services is extending its ministry through the 
Pieters Family Life Center, which will provide a wide range of
opportunities to include social club activities, athletics and 
theatrical arts;

Whereas, We give all Glory to God with them for this special facility and
honor.

Now, Therefore be it resolved…that the COUNCIL OF REFORMED CHARITIES
does hereby offer its heart-warm congratulations in this the year of our Lord 2007,
April 2.

Dr. David Schuringa, President

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS

Ribbon cutting ceremony to open the special addition at CHCC in
Wyckoff, NJ

Dr. Peter Borgdorff
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“Lord, grant that I may always
desire more than I can accomplish”

–  MICHELANGELO
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Rev. Ron Nydam* was the Director who helped begin the
Pastoral Counseling for Denver program in 1984, when they
also joined the Council of Reformed Charities.  Ron talks about
“how participation in the Council was a wise and natural choice,
because it was important that PCD present itself as a ministry of the
Reformed church community.  One of the many strengths of CORC
is that it serves leaders with the opportunity to compare notes on
administrative experience and learn from both successes and failures
that agencies have in their various histories.  The experience of talking
and listening, of enjoying the give and take of a CORC meeting
serves as well to lower anxieties about leadership, especially new
leadership, and accordingly my CORC membership helped me to get
PCD ‘off on the right foot’, so that it could become an organization
that could move beyond me as the ‘founding father’ to develop a life
and an integrity of its own.  The network of CORC relationships
serves the human need, especially for those who serve ‘lonely at the
top’, of having companions only a phone call away who might tell a
good joke, offer support, suggest a new perspective, or simply listen as
only a friend can.  This form of fellowship, honesty, and mutual
interest makes the work day go better.  It may be that CORC’s deepest
strength is that of offering leaders a good and safe and sacred space to
become more of the persons they hope to be.”(* He is presently a
Professor of Pastoral Care at Calvin Theological Seminary in
Grand Rapids, MI).

Bruce Nikkel came on the CORC scene in 1987 and served
member agencies until 2004 when he retired from Bethany Home
Society, Ripon, CA.  Prior to that his experiences include service
at other CORC members of Hope Haven, Rock Valley, IA;
Christian Opportunity Center, Pella, IA; and Elim Christian
Services, Palos Heights, IL.  Bruce relates this: “One of the
outstanding aspects of working for these four agencies was this: In
each agency we worked for the common good of persons with unusual
needs within the framework of the Reformed teachings about caring,
compassion, and love.  We were able to do so while reaching across
denominational lines in a remarkably unified way.  We remained
basically untouched by the many seemingly detracting theological
and religious debates which often characterize denominations and
local church loyalties. In each agency, Christian persons in the
community recognized the real need to bring the love of Jesus to needy
persons in ways which were often beyond the means of a single local
church or denomination.  The exercise of Christian Compassion is a
way of promoting a common bond among Christians.”

The names of other CEO’s who became part of CORC as a
result of their agency’s membership are given below, with the
year they individually became a part of CORC: Frank Velzen,
Board member of Bethesda Hospital – 1977; Rod Braun,
Christian Opportunity Center – 1988; Elroy Vander Ley, Artesia
Christian Home, CA – 1987; George Groen, Elim Christian
Services – 1989; Jeff Shook, Calvary Rehabilitation Services –
1990; Glenn De Mots, Bethany Christian Services - 1991; David
Vander Ploeg, Barnabas Foundation – 1993; Lloyd Vander
Kwaak,  Convalescent Home for Children (now ChildServe) –

1993. Others listed in our Directory of names on page 7 became
members after that so that CORC is now some 50 members strong
including full members, affiliate members and associate members.

We can only praise God for multiplied blessings, as we
celebrate our Twentieth Anniversary, not only, but also all the
years of productive participation in the Council of Reformed
Charities during the years prior to the 1988 official organization
date. The italicized information above is taken from the
manuscripts now in progress of being published in the CORC
book. This information, along with so much more, was pulled
together by book author, Meindert Bosch. This will only
encourage you to anticipate the book, so that you may read ‘the
rest of the story’, as Paul Harvey would say!

CORC Celebrating Twenty Years as Organization (continued from page 3)

CORC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MEETINGS MOVE AROUND THE USA

CORC Annual meetings are hosted in locations around the USA.
Member agencies located in the representative geographical region
are responsible for that year ’s planning of conference program and
reserving of facilities.  This is a historical log of locations:

1988 Grand Rapids, MI (with a mid-year meeting in Des Plaines, IL)
1989 Wyckoff, NJ
1990 Ontario, CA
1991 Phoenix, AZ
1992 Rock Valley, IA
1993 Rochester, NY (Hosted by Heritage of Rochester, NY)
1994 Ripon, CA
1995 Chicago, IL
1996 Wyckoff, NJ (Hosted by Christian Health Care)
1997 Winter Park, CO
1998 Crystal Mountain, (Thomasville, MI)
1999 Phoenix, AZ
2000 San Juan Capistrano, CA
2001 Pella, IA
2002 Pacifica, CA
2003 Sarasota, FL
2004 Chicago, IL
2005 New York City, NY
2006 Winter Park, CO
2007 Crystal Mountain, MI

This year in the beautiful
state of Michigan.
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MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
The Council of Reformed Charities is an association of Christian agencies which promotes human services in an effort to exercise mercy to our
neighbor.  CORC was incorporated in the state of Michigan in 1988.  Charities is published in Muskegon, Michigan.  Address changes/comments
may be addressed to George J. Groen, Editor and Executive Director, P.O. Box 2650, Litchfield Park, Arizona 85340.  Email: corcgroen@aol.com

Alternative Directions
Louis Dean,  Executive Director
(616) 245-4346
1706 S. Division Avenue
Grand Rapids, MI 49507

Artesia Christian Home
Elroy VanderLey, Executive Director
(562) 865-5218
11614 E. 183rd Street
Artesia, CA 90701

Bethany Christian Services
William J. Blacquiere,
Executive Director
(616) 224-7454
901 Eastern, N.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Bethany Home Society
Andrew Lee, Executive Director
(209) 599-4221
930 W. Main Street
Ripon, CA 95366

Bethesda Christian Counseling
Midwest, Inc.
Pastor Dale D. E llens, Director
(605) 334-3739
400 South Sycamore, Suite 105-3
Sioux Falls, SD 57110

Calvary Rehabilitation Center
Jeff Shook, Executive Director
(602) 515-7912
P.O. Box 2640
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340

Chicago Christian Counseling
Center
Bruce Frens, Executive Director
(708) 845-5500 Office
(708) 845-5505 Fax
15127 S. 73rd Avenue
Orland Park, IL 60462

Christian Health Care Center
Douglas A. Struyk, President/CEO
(201) 848-5888
301 Sicomac Avenue
Wyckoff, NJ 07481

Christian Learning Center
Richard Berends, Executive Director
(616) 245-8388
4340 Burlingame S.W.
Wyoming, MI 49509

Christian Living Communities
Russell H. DenBraber, CEO
(720) 974-3506
7000 East Bellevue, S te. 250
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Christian Opportunity Center
Rod Braun, Executive Director
(641) 628-3070
Box 347
Pella, IA 50219

Crossroad Bible Institute
Dr. H. David Schuringa, President
(616) 530-1300
2976 Ivanrest S.W., Ste. 125
Grandville, MI 49418

Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat
Jayne Press, Executive Director
(201) 848-8055
700 Mountain Avenue
Wyckoff, NJ 07481

Elim Christian Services
Bill Lodewyk, Executive Director
(708) 389-0555
13020 S. Central Avenue
Palos Heights, IL 60463

Heritage Christian Services
Robert Pieters, Executive Director
(585) 340-2000
349 W. Commercial Street, Ste. 2795
East Rochester, NY 14445

Holland Deacons Conference
Laurie Miedema, Executive Director
(616) 494-6050
272 E. 26th Street
Holland, MI 49423

Hope Haven, Inc.
David R. VanNingen, Executiv e Director
(712) 476-2737
1800 19th Street
Rock Valley, IA 51247

Inland Christian Home
David A. Stienstra, Executive Director
(909) 983-0084
1950 S. Mountain Avenue
Ontario, CA 91762

Inner City Christian Federation
Jonathan Bradford, Executive Director
(616) 336-9333
816 Madison Avenue S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49507

Justice For All
Dan DeGroot, Executive Director
(712) 476-2804
1335 Valley Drive
Rock Valley, IA 51247

Pastoral Counseling of Denver
Steven Nederveld, Executive Dir ector
(303) 741-5588
9185 E. Kenyon Avenue, S te. 120
Denver, CO 80237

Pine Rest Christian
Mental Health Services
Mark Eastburg, President/CEO
(616) 455-8670
300 68th Street, S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49501

Quiet Waters Ministries
James L. Schlottman, Executive Director
(303) 639-9067
9185 E. Kenyon Avenue, S te. 150
Denver, CO 80237

Redlands Christian Home
Troy Vugteveen, Executive Director
(909) 794-9888
275 Nor thgate Street
Redlands, CA 92374

Rest Haven Christian Services
Richard Schutt, Executive Director
(708) 342-8100
18601 N. Creek Drive
Tinley Park, IL 60477

Roundup Fellowship
James VanderKamp, Executive Director
(303) 757-8008
2250 S. Oneida, Ste. 201
Denver, CO 80224

Salem Chr istian Homes, Inc.
Dan Copeland, CEO
(909) 947-3761
6921 Edison Avenue
Chino, CA 91710

Sierra Village, Inc.
Lois Murray, Executive Director
(559) 739-8330
One Molenstraat
Visalia, CA 93277

Sunset Association
Richard Freerkson, Executive
Director, CEO
(616) 457-2770
725 Baldwin Avenue
Jenison, MI 49428

Wedgwood Christian Services
Samuel Beals, Executive Director
(616) 942-2110
P.O. Box 88007
Grand Rapids, MI 49518

AFFILIATE MEMBERS –
ORGANIZATIONS

The Barnabas Foundation
Henry Doorn, Executive Director
(708) 532-3444
18601 N. Creek Dr., Ste. B
Tinley Park, IL 60477

AFFILIATE MEMBERS –
INDIVIDUALS

• Dr. Peter Borgdorff
• Donald G. Distelberg, CFRE
• James K. Haveman, Jr.
• Glenn Lowe
• Robert VanDyk
• Lloyd Vanderkwaak

AFFILIATE MEMBERS –
INDIVIDUALS (Retired)

• Meindert Bosch
• John DeHaan
• Glenn DeMots
• Pat Geurkink
• Dick Gritter
• George Groen
• John Kamp
• J. Richard Mulder
• Bruce Nikkel
• Hudson Nyenhuis
• David VanderPloeg
• Myron Wester

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS –
INDIVIDUALS

• Andrew Anema
• Gary Ellens
• Dan Holwerda
• Ron Stursma

WEBSITE
www.corc.org

MAIN OFFICE ADDRESS
P.O. Box 2650

Litchfield Park, AZ 85340



NON PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
GRAND RAPIDS, MI

PERMIT #657

CORC Contact Information
Go to www.corc.org for information about individual
member agencies. Past issues of our Charities
newsletters are also available here. Check it out!

George J. Groen, Executive Director
P.O. Box 2650
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340
Phone:  623.203.4853
Email:  corcgroen@aol.com

Questions regarding the different services outlined in this
issue may be addressed by calling the individual agency
director named on the inside back page of this newsletter.

Pastors and church officials are invited to contact us
regarding service that may be required among members
with special needs in their congregation/community.

NOTE:  You are encouraged to share
this newsletter with others who would benefit.

Executive Officers & Standing CommitteesExecutive Officers & Standing CommitteesExecutive Officers & Standing CommitteesExecutive Officers & Standing CommitteesExecutive Officers & Standing Committees
President:  Dr. David Schuringa - Crossroad Bible Institute, Grand Rapids, MI
Vice President: Dr. Bill Lodewyk - Elim Christian Services, Palos Heights, IL
Secretary:  Lois Murray - Sierra Village, Inc., Visalia, CA
Treasurer:  Dan Copeland - Salem Christian Homes, Inc., Ontario, CA
Executive Director:  George Groen - Ret. Elim & Christian Education, Phoenix, AZ

Communications Committee
Jim Schlottman, Chairman - Quiet Waters Ministries, Denver, CO
Sam Beals - Wedgwood Christian Services, Grand Rapids, MI
Don Distelberg - The Timothy Group, Grand Rapids, MI
Phil Ellis - Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services, Grand Rapids, MI
Marlowe Van Ginkle - Hope Haven, Inc., Rock Valley, IA

Membership Committee
Bill Lodewyk, Chairman - Elim Christian Services, Palos Heights, IL
“Bear” Berends - Christian Learning Center, Grand Rapids, MI
Rod Braun - Christian Opportunity Center, Pella, IA
Doug Struyk - Christian Health Care Center, Wyckoff, NJ
Dan De Groot - Justice for All, Rock Valley, IA
Jim VanderKamp - Roundup Fellowship, Denver, CO
David VanNingen - Hope Haven, Inc., Rock Valley, IA

Nomination Committee
John Wynbeek, Chairman - Bethany Christian Services, Grand Rapids, MI
Dale Ellens - Bethesda Christian Counseling Midwest, Inc., Sioux Falls, SD
Andrew Lee - Bethany Home Society, Ripon, CA
Rich Schutt - Rest Haven Christian Services, T inley Park, IL
David Stienstra - Inland Christian Home, Inc., Ontario, CA
Marlowe VanGinkle - Hope Haven, Inc., Rock Valley, IA

“That Christ died is a simple matter of history; that Christ died for our sins is the Gospel itself.”
ALISTER E. MCGRATH


